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Have preteens form pairs, and give each pair a sheet of paper and a pencil. Tell students to come up with a list of people, other than parents, who have authority in their lives. Set a timer for three minutes. When time is up, have the pair with the longest list read their list of authorities. Then let other pairs of preteens name other authorities they had on their lists. Then SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word to see what it says about how we should treat people in authority.


 





People with 


Authority





People in authority have the power to set rules, pass laws, and even choose other authority figures to make us follow those rules. But some experts say that we are living in a culture of disrespect. Government leaders are dishonored by name-calling and ridicule. Many people—like the 50 percent of all drivers who choose to text while driving and the 3,200 kids who smoke their first cigarette each day—just ignore rules that they don’t like. A recent survey asked parents to compare how they respected teachers back when they were in school with kids in school today. Seventy-nine percent of parents said they and their classmates respected teachers, while they believe only 31 percent of kids today respect their teachers. One Arkansas student was doubly disrespectful when he refused to follow instructions from his teacher, then blew cigar smoke into his teacher’s face. Dr. Leonard Sax says that kids are learning to disrespect authority “from television, even the Disney


Channel. . . . They learn it from celebrities and the Internet. 


They learn it from social media. They teach it to one another.”
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Lesson 4





• What are some ways that people show disrespect to authorities?


• Who are some authorities in your life? 


 








Will you plan to submit to those in authority?








