​​[image: image1.jpg]m W g,
s~ s

/'Think
’ Aboutlt...

Article and activity by Rebecca Haynes Mott
Photo by iStock/Thinkstock

A PreTeen Resource by HeartShaper® Curriculum. Permission is
granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not

k for resale. J





On the board, draw a large box and label it “The Parenting Toolbox.” Lead preteens in brainstorming things that parents need to do in order to be a good parent, and write their ideas in the box. When finished, let preteens circle the items that they consider the most important. You could also let preteens number the items in order of importance. SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word to see what it says about parents and their children. 


 





Parenting Toolbox





June 18, 2017


Lesson 3





Parenting is often called “the hardest job you’ll ever love.” With about 255 new babies being born each minute worldwide, parents are in for a lot of work! Parents often seek wisdom from more experienced ones, and the Internet is full of helpful tips from parents eager to share their knowledge. If you search online for “advice for parents,” over 200 million links come up in less than a second. Some offer a collections of tips, such as Parents magazine’s “50 Easy Ways to Be a Fantastic Parent.” Others provide moms a safe space to share their challenges, like the forum on MotherhoodTheRealDeal.com, which invites discussion about the emotional struggles of raising children. Some sites offer programs led by professional parental coaches, such as Chris Theisen’s “The Parent Coach Plan.” Chris reminds parents that they have eight main responsibilities in raising their children: providing safety, meeting basic needs, building self-esteem, teaching morals and values, 


developing mutual respect, providing discipline, educating, and 


getting to know their kids. 








• Why might parents seek advice on raising children? 


• Thinking about all the things that parents do, what do you think it’s like to be a parent? 


 








Will you commit to honoring and obeying your parents?








