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Distribute paper and pencils. Tell preteens to think of something that they could create to honor someone. ASK: Who would you honor? What would it be? What might be engraved on it? Tell students to do a quick sketch of what they would create. When everyone is finished, let volunteers share their creations. SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word and see what it says about honoring God. 
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Sixth graders at A2 STEAM School in Ann Arbor, Michigan, worked hard last year collecting soda-can tabs to raise money for a retirement surprise for their principal, Joan Fitzgibbon. In an assembly this spring, halfway through a video about a school learning expo, the video suddenly switched to clips of students and parents thanking Ms. Fitzgibbon for her hard work and wishing her well. The students then had Ms. Fitzgibbon sit on their surprise, a “buddy bench.” The buddy bench was engraved with the words “A2gether thanks Ms. Fitz,” in the spirit of all that she had done to unite the students and staff. The bench will sit on the school playground as a place where students can sit when they need a friend. The assembly time also included the staff hitting the gym floor for a flash-mob dance paying tribute to Ms. Fitzgibbon. Teachers, parents, and students all worked together to honor Ms. Fitzgibbon for her 29 years as an educator.








• What did parents, students, and school staff do to honor the principal?


• What does the word honor mean? 











Will you choose to honor God when facing hard times?








