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Will you choose to care about others?





SAY: The teens in the story above faced a choice—care about themselves or care about the woman. We too are frequently faced with the choice of who we’ll care about—ourselves or others. On the board, draw a large square and label it “Caring for Self.” Lead students in brainstorming instances that could tempt them to be selfish and care only about themselves. Summarize their responses and write them inside the square. Then draw a heart beside the square and label it “Caring for Others.” Ask preteens to give examples of times when they’ve chosen to care about others instead of caring only about themselves. Summarize their responses and write them inside the heart. Let’s dig into God’s Word to see what it says about a man who took the time to care about someone. 


 





Caring for Others





August 27, 2017


Lesson 13





Last May, one teen didn’t like it when the pool party at his apartment complex was interrupted. An elderly neighbor, Nancy James—along with her dogs, went to the pool and asked the kids to turn down the music. Some of the teens started yelling, “Throw her in! Throw her in!” The boy grabbed the arm and leg of Ms. James and threw her into the pool, with the dog leash still attached to her arm. Almost all the partygoers took off, laughing and yelling. But a few of the teens stayed to make sure Ms. James was OK. Ms. James said that while most of the crowd didn’t care about her well-being, the kids who stayed behind did care about her. “They were nice kids,” she said. “They helped me. They went and they found my dogs for me. They were just all apologies afterwards too.” 








• How did the kids who stayed behind show they cared about Ms. James?


• When are some times that it’s hard to care about others?


 











