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Will you choose to forgive?





Tell students to each think of at least one situation in which it might be hard to forgive someone. On the board, draw a vertical line with “10” at the top and “1” at the bottom. Label it “Forgiveness Toughness Scale.” Ask preteens to share, one at a time, the situations they thought of in which it might be hard to forgive someone. As a group, decide how hard it would be to forgive in each situation, with 10 being the toughest and 1 being the easiest. Then SAY: We all know that it can be hard to forgive others. Let’s dig into God’s Word to see what it says about forgiving others.








Forgiveness 


Toughness Scale





Have you ever spent hours creating or building something? What if, before you could enjoy your creation, someone stole it? Maybe that never happened to you, but it did happen to some kids in Burlington, North Carolina. The children in the school’s preschool had worked hard planting a garden. One day, though, they discovered that all their plants had been stolen. The vegetables they’d been working so hard to grow were gone. Right at the same time, the children had been studying the topic of forgiveness. With the help of their teachers, the children wrote a note of forgiveness and posted it in their garden. The note said, “We learned about forgiveness. You had to have been very hungry to take everything. We would have shared if you would have only asked! We hope you enjoyed them.”
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Lesson 7





• How hard do you think it was for the kids to forgive the garden thieves?


• When has it been hard for you to forgive others?


 











