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Planning Ahead





December 24, 2017


Lesson 4





Provide paper and pencils. Have the students find partners (or form small groups). The partners should think of something crazy they would like to do with their friends in the new year. Then they should make a three-step plan for making their idea become a reality. Have the students share their plans with the class. Discuss why the plans may or may not work. SAY: Let’s dig into the Bible to see how one of God’s big plan turned out.








Not many things go as planned during the Christmas when Ralphie is 9 years old. Ralphie Parker, the main character in the classic movie A Christmas Story, encounters challenges almost everywhere he turns. He has to fight a bully. He’s totally humiliated by his aunt’s “special” gift. And even Santa, his last hope for getting the one present he really wants, laughs when Ralphie shares his wish. At the end of Christmas Day, a disaster takes place that wrecks the Parker family’s well-planned Christmas dinner. What happens next? Well, let’s just say that Ralphie has a Christmas he will never forget. Television viewers can’t seem to forget it either; for the last 15 years, a 24-hour TV marathon of A Christmas Story has run on Christmas Day. It begins on Christmas Eve at 8 p.m.





• What plans have you made recently that turned out great? 


• What plans haven’t turned out the way you expected? 








What will you do this week to praise God for fulfilling His plan and sending Jesus?








