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Break the class into boys and girls. Assign the boys this statement: John Smith moved here from another town. Assign the girls this statement: Jane Doe has a cute new dress. Have each group write down some ways these simple facts could be turned into gossip. (Examples: John had to move because his family got kicked out of their house. Someone gave the dress to Jane because they felt sorry for her.) Discuss how the gossipy statements (whether true or false) could affect John or Jane. SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word and see what God says about gossip and how we can speak wisely.
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Who likes gossip? Experts say almost everyone—except the people being gossiped about. Last year some researchers checked to see which kind of news got shared faster on the Internet—true stories or gossipy news (which was fake). The results showed that it takes about 60 hours for true stories to reach 1,500 readers; it only takes about 10 hours for the average gossipy story to reach the same number of readers. No matter how gossip is spread, the people sharing it often don’t know whether the story they are telling is true or false—or how hurtful it may be to others. Kids say that being gossiped about can make them feel depressed, embarrassed, and hopeless. One boy said, “When you see people gossiping and then look at you, it makes you feel really sick.” 











• What are some dangers of gossiping? 


• How might hearing ugly gossip about someone change how you feel about that person?








In what situation will you choose to speak wisely rather than to gossip?











