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Ask preteens to call out some of their favorite things to do online. Write on the board the things that they call out. After you’ve listed several things, ask students to give each one a score, from 1 (least risky) to 10 (most risky.) When finished, SAY: It’s fun to have so much media available to us, but as you can see, some of it is risky to either listen to or to watch. Let’s dig into God’s Word and see how you can make God-honoring choices for your mind. 


 





According to one recent study, kids who are ages 8–18 spend roughly 7.5 hours per day in front of screens—watching TV, playing games, listening to music, and communicating with friends. But having a good time online can quickly go bad because of all the inappropriate videos and bad language. The Internet can also be a dangerous place. In 2009, a contestant in an Internet contest made up a spooky character named Slender Man. Soon people were writing about Slender Man and creating art, video games, and movies about the character. However, some people began to believe that he was real. A documentary tells the story of two 12-year-old girls who stabbed their friend over and over because they believed Slender Man wanted them to. The victim survived, but the two girls were charged with attempted murder. Parents are very concerned about the influence and power that media can have over their children. Parents try to make sure that their kids are safe while they’re 


online or listening to or watching media, but there comes a time when 


kids themselves have to choose the kinds of media they see 


and hear. 








• Besides movies, weekly shows, and electronic games, what are some other kinds of media we see and hear?


• About how much time do you think you spend�   on all these things in �       a week?
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Will you choose to make God-honoring choices for your mind?





Score It!











