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When he was 11 years old, Tipasa Sagote’s aunt had a party. Tipasa watched as the grown-ups laughed and had fun. He decided to steal a beer. Before long, he was hanging out with friends who lived to get high. Buying drugs became expensive, so when Tipasa watched people making money selling drugs, he decided to join in. During a recent interview from Waiawa Prison in Hawaii, Tipasa told a television reporter how bad influences helped get him there. Researchers say that watching others you admire take drugs is the main reason kids start taking drugs themselves. If you’re not careful, even the Internet can have a bad influence on you. It was recently shown that 75% of teens who saw online pictures of others drinking and doing drugs were influenced to do the same.








• What determines whether a person is a good or bad influence?


• What determines whether a thing is a good or bad influence?
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Lesson 9





Will you choose to overcome evil with good?





Break into small groups, and give a dry-erase marker to each group. Have each group gather by the whiteboard. Tell each group to list things that are good and bad influences in their lives. After a few minutes, call time. Have members of each group read their ideas aloud. As a class, identify the most common influences. SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word and read about a group of brothers who were influenced by evil influences. We’ll see what happened as a result. 


 





Good and Bad Influences








