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Give each preteen a sheet of paper. Tell them to think of one hard time that they or someone they know has gone through. Ask them to illustrate this hard time and write a sentence or two to describe it. When everyone is done, have volunteers share what they drew. SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word and read about some young men who were going through hard times. We’ll see what they decided to do. 


 





Will you stand up for God during hard times?





Nearly 50 million children in the world have had to leave their homes because of violence and poverty. Twenty-eight million of those fled due to some kind of big conflict—like wars or attacks by gangs. People who must leave their homes like this are called refugees. Some refugee kids travel with their families. But when there isn’t enough room or money for parents and kids to go together, some parents send their kids ahead by themselves to find a new home. These parents say it is safer for their children to move on than to stay with them. One group of refugee children waiting at a train station in Italy were given paper and crayons to draw whatever they wanted. One boy drew a ladder leading up to Heaven; another drew a boat full of refugees crying for help. One boy drew himself, with two tears. He wrote, “I want to live happy with my family.” 








• Refugee children have some very hard times. What are some hard times you’ve gone through?


• How do you usually feel when you go through hard times? 








September 25, 2016


Lesson 4





Illustrate It!








