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Loving and Accepting Others





On the board, create a “sidewalk” by drawing two parallel horizontal lines. Tell preteens that this symbolizes the sidewalk Ruby walked on to school each day. Draw a stick-figure person inside the column. Tell preteens that this symbolizes someone who is unloved and not accepted, like Ruby. Have preteens brainstorm things that could prompt someone to not love or accept others. Write the ideas outside the column. SAY: Let’s dig into the Bible and see what it says about how we should love and accept others.


 





It was 1960 in New Orleans when Ruby Bridges started first grade. As she walked to school, angry adults stood along the sidewalk screaming curses at her and shaking their fists. Some spit on her, while others threatened to poison her. Because she was one of the first black children to attend an all white school in the South, people fought the change. Ruby was in class all alone most of the year since other parents wouldn’t let their children near her. Her father lost his job. Her grandparents were forced off their farm. Many things in our country have changed since Ruby started school. But in a TV interview, Ruby said that recent events show racism is still a factor in how some people treat others. Even though 56 years have passed, many people still don’t accept others simply because of the color of their skin. 








Will you choose to love and accept everyone?
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Lesson 9





• When was a time that was hard for you to love and accept someone? 


• What makes it hard for you to love and accept others?


 











