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On the board, draw and label three columns: God prepares for salvation; God sends salvation; God offers salvation. Write the eight eras of Bible history on separate index cards: Creation & the Fall, Patriarchs, Exodus & Conquest, Judges, Kings & Prophets, Exile & Return, Jesus’ Life, Early Church. Distribute the cards, one per student. Ask students to go to the board and hold up their cards under the correct column. Then give the cards to other preteens. Tell preteens to arrange themselves in correct order. SAY: The eras of Bible history each played a significant role in God’s preparing, sending, and offering salvation. Let’s be thankful that God’s plan of salvation includes you and me!


 





Is history boring? Lots of kids thinks so. One student said it’s because history is “a bunch of dead facts that have nothing to do with my life.” Another said he hates it so much that he wants to burn all the history books. But many people know that the world’s oldest history book, the Bible, is a group of books that tell His story, God’s story, and it is not boring at all. New discoveries relating to Bible accounts prove that Bible history is very much alive. In January 2016, archaeologists found an ancient Canaanite fortress from around the time of Joshua. Last December, Hebrew inscriptions on marble were found at the place where Jesus cast the demons into the swine. From the beginning of time, God had a plan—a plan for our salvation. 








• What are the three stages of God’s plan of salvation and the eight eras of Bible history?


• What’s your favorite era of Bible history?
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What will be your part in offering God’s salvation to others?





God’s Plan








