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What’s cool about going to school? Elementary kids love being recess, new crayons, and being the line leader. Middle schoolers like sports, friends, and activities. High schoolers like friends, field trips, and Fridays. The law demands that children in the United States go to school. That means that every day about 55 million kids attend either one of the approximately 6,000 charter schools; 38,000 private schools; 98,000 public schools; or are a part of the almost 2 million kids being homeschooled. The classes, tough tests, 12 grades, and 3 levels are all part of a plan to get students to one big goal—graduation! (Display Resources sheets 1–4 in order.) History is His story, God’s story. From the beginning of time, God had a plan, one plan. (Ask a volunteer to read what’s written at the bottom of each of the time lines.) Those are the three stages of God’s plan for salvation. (Then have 


a volunteer read the large headings on each of the time lines.) Those 


are the eight eras, or periods of time, of Bible history. 








God’s Plan





Distribute paper and pencils. Ask preteens to write some goals they have and how they might accomplish them. The goals could range from immediate goals—such as eating lunch—to long range goals—such as going to college. When preteens are finished, let volunteers share a few of their goals and how they might accomplish them. SAY: God’s goal, or plan, for each of us is salvation. Each era, or period of time, played a significant role in God’s preparing, sending, and offering salvation. God’s plan for salvation continues today.


 





• How would you describe the plan for getting an education in the United States?


• How would you describe God’s plan in one word or a few words?
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Lesson 1





How does knowing that God planned for your salvation make you feel?








