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The day he finished Marine basic training, Joshua received a care package, as did all the members of his platoon. The packages were part of Operation Gratitude. Operation Gratitude exists to lift the spirits of military members by providing boxes filled with goodies. Joshua was so excited that he opened his package right away. He couldn't believe someone would care enough to put together this box. It included snacks, movies, toiletries, and a handmade scarf. Each year Operation Gratitude sends about 150,000 care packages to members of the military. In one thank-you note, a solider shared that he got a care package when he was in the middle of the Indian Ocean, 2,000 miles away from his home and family. “You guys rock!” he said. “Please keep up your good work.”








• Why would people want to show thanks to members of the military?


• Who do you show thanks to? Why?
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Lesson 11





Why is God worthy of our thanks?








SAY: People who send boxes through Operation Gratitude are thankful for what soldiers do. Soldiers receiving boxes are also very thankful. In fact, many of the soldiers’ thank-you notes are on the organization’s website. Ask students to think of someone they would like to thank and why they want to thank them. Provide paper or note cards. Tell preteens to write their thanks, including why they want to say thanks. Let volunteers share what they wrote. Encourage students to deliver their notes or send them. Let’s dig into God’s Word and see what it says about why God is worthy of our thanks.
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